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 Today's Activity: 

Today we will make tin-can phones.  Each pair of students will need two clean, empty tin cans open at one end, masking tape, a nail, and some string.  You can make the strings varying lengths, the shortest being at least six feet long.  Use the tape to cover the sharp edges of the can's opening.  Use the nail to poke a hole in the bottom center of your cans.  Use a hammer, a block of wood, or a rock to do this.

Thread the string through a can's hole and knot it so it will not pass back through the hole.  The knot should be on the inside of the can.  Repeat this step with the other end of the string and the other can.

The phones are complete! To use them, hold so the string is taut.  One partner will speak into the can while the other partner puts the other can over his/her ear.  The speaker should talk quietly.

1. Can the listener hear the speaker clearly? __________

Why? ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. Experiment with the string, testing to see how sound is best transmitted over it.  Does a slack or a taut string work best?  ___________________________

Why? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name  ______________________________________





Today's date: ________________


                                                 Period: 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 





Phone On A String!


       To further demonstrate that sound travels 


       well through solids.                   P. 31
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